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British Embassy, | 
AMMAN. 
14 January, 1970 


Sh 
In paragraph 5 of his letteyY to you of 5 δε et cat ἴς 
January Alan Urwick reported th#t the Pakis tanis were 
were telling the Americans th their troops are δέξο. κῶς 


in Jordan exclusively for tr#ining purposes. SBacsnenys 


Ὡς My Pakistani colleagye here has no such RE, 
inhibitions. He has takén the line with me that Zé 
the troops are here to fight and that more like J; 
them are available in Pakistan. He added that his 
country felt they could do no less than send a 

fighting detachment given the strength of Moslem 
feeling about the occupation of Jerusalem and the 
particularly close ties between Pakistan and Jorden 
resulting from Prince Hassan' 5 marriege. But he 

went on to say thet by providing a fig zhting contingent 
the Pakistanis hoped, if it ever became necessary, to 

be able to exercise 4 restraining influence on the 
Jordanians snd to nip in the bud any half-plenned 
military edventures which they might be contemplating. 


Si The Trenion Ambassador tells me that the 

Pakistani spoke to him in the same sense, adding 

the suggestion thet the Iranian Government might 

think of contributing the cost of edditional 

Pakistani troops sent to Jordan. This suggestion 

went down like 8 dose of salts. (.og, Pac baat Ὁ 


4. With reference to paragraph 4 of Alan Urwick's 
letter you will now know that the American team is 
expected to arrive in Jordan this week. We are in 
touch with the Americans about this and the Defence 
Attaché and his staff will be seeing the visitors. 
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SA. eee (Philip Adams) 
Evans Esq., f2 42. 2 
Near Eastern Department, 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office. 
cc; Mr. A.B. Urwick, Washington, 
Mr. Deis. Hildyard, σι, 7 ΕΣ ΓῚ Wiel. Mission 
to the United Nations, New York. 
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(ΑΜΑΝ RADIO) AIR MARSHAL RAHIM KHAN, COMMANDER OF THE PAKISTAN AIR 
FORCE, ARRIVED IN AMMAN THIS EVENING ON AN OFFICIAL VISIT TO 
JORDAN WHICH WILL LAST SEVERAL DAYS. 


Pl ety ἐξ 21 


-. 
BBC 5 


874 PAKISTAN AIR FORCE CHIEF IN JORDAN 


AIR MARSHAL KHAN WAS RECEIVED AT THE AIRPORT BY THE 
COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF OF THE JORDANIAN ARMED XORCES, MAJe~GENe SHARIF 
NASIR BIN JAMIL AND CHIEF OF STAFF MAJeA-GEN. ALI AL“HIYARI. 


END BBC MON 27/1 JMA CKY) 2138 
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THIS IS 
r RIGIN 


the ruryose of this letter is to sect down such 


meagre background information to the American disclosures as we have 
peen able τὸ glean here. 


26 


Pakistani compat troops to vordan ai 


a) 


2. 


assistent befence saviser a 


The only direct references wie have seen to the despatch of 


a reyort in the local Urdu-lanyuege newspaper (ilida-i-Nillat) 

of i& October which hecclincad ὁ renort in the "Observer" that 
Ning Hussain had indicated thet Pakistan was considering 
providing combat troops to ΌΧΙ ΟΣ to ὍΘ deployed on the eastern 
iront. The report adced that vakistan had apparently teken the 
Gecision rollowin;s the Rabst Conrerence, and that vordanian 
rorces would be surensthenca Ὅς some infantry and paratroops 
from Pakistan, The paper recalled that Jordan had been receiving 
Military advice and tcchnical said from Pakistan since June. Ow 
informal enquiries muac at the time suggested that the “Observer" 
report was sgsculcticn; 


at the end of Presicent Yalys. nnan's official visit to Iran in 
iovember when (accoréin;: to she local Snslish-lan;waye press) 

he Was asked at Tehri irgort whether Pakistsn would provide 
military assistance to the zrais in view of its being an i 
gical state based on Islan. He is reported to nave revlied 
"Pakistan is not a super nower. It has its own problens of 
defence. The first cuty oF ἃ country should be to defend itself 
first". However, later in the day on his return to Karuchi he 
was asked if he had discussed the cuestion of Palestine With the 
Shah snd replied: "Je aiscussed the problem thoroughly at Rabat 
recently. ise have mode sone ylcans to help the Palestiniens." 


lnster interview (4 Hovemtver) the 
harachi renorted sigs 25 army trucks, 


un the same dar as thi 


εἰ δ, 


contcining about 500 armca soldiers, hac entered ‘the i.est ΣΡ at 
Karachi docks. It was of course vocsibdle, given the internal situation 
in tiast Pakistan, that the troons Were en rouse to the Hast wins, 

and we asked Karachi whether the; coulda iuentify the vessel on which 
the troops sailed. Unfortunately they were unable to Go éo. 
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lie Using the report in hida-i-illat ond President Yahya's remarks 
on 4 ilovember, Lerek March «sized the Hirector tor the liiddle Last at 
the ilinistry of oreign sirairs on 26 November whether Pakistan was 
considering the despatch of combat troovs to Jordan. He was given a 
categorical denial, and told that the syeculation had begun as 

result oF an article in the London “Observer” (March had not referred 
to the "Observer™ report). The Director however said that having 
regard to the close links between Pakistan and Jordan which had been 
cemented by the marriage carlier this year of King Hussain's brother 
to the daughter of the late ir. Ikramailah, a former Foreign Secretary 
ΟΣ Pakistan, Pakistan woula be increasing the number of instructors 
and the size of its technical assistence programme in Jordan. The 
Director suggested that this was what President Yahya had had in mind 
when he spoke about plans to help the Palestiniens. 


Se Given the evidence we now have about the despatch of Pakistani 
troops to Jordan, it is tempting to believe that the l.F.A. are trying 
to mislead use I do not think however that this is neccessarily the 
right conclusion to draw. .It is more likely, and in some ways more 
disturbing, that at Director level-in the Ministry little is known 
about high-level decisions of this kind. It is quite on the cards 
that there has been an importent change in Pakistani foreign policy 
without the Δ. «Δ. being consulted. the risk is that the military 
men who control Pakistan at the moment could have taken a decision 
committing Pakistan to a military involvement in the Arab/Israel 
dispute from which, given the recent freedom accorded to the press to 
play up anti-Israel reeling, it Would be airficult for any successor 
government to extract itselr. 


6. It is hard to believe that President Yahya is not aware of the 
distinction between technical assistance and/or instructors on the one 
hand, and armed troops on the other. He must however have come under 
heavy pressure at Rabat to provide the one commodity which Pakistan 
has in abundance, i.e. well-trained troops. It is possible that other 
Muslim countries which have money but not men may have agreed to 
Finance some of Pakistan's defence equipment purchases in return for 
the despatéh of a token force. All this however is speculation. The 
only way in which we can investigate the reports at this end is by 
putting a guestion directly to the Foreign secretary or to the President 
himself. The High Commissioner can certainly do this: but it might 
pe better to delay until there is more evidence that an anti-aircraft 
battalion has been seen either at Basra or in Jordan. 


\ 
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: (Giles Bullard) 


Copied to: 

B. Le Strachan, Esqe, Amman 

P. McKearney, bSqe, Baghdad ᾿ 

T. Ae Ke Elliott, ESde, CeleGe, Washington 
D. . Murray, Esqe, Tehran 
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ADDRESSED TO MOD DI4 REPEATED FOR INFORMATION TO DA BAGHDAD 
FROM DA AMMAN 

IRAQI TROOPS IN JORDAN. 

MEMBERS OF MY STAFF CARRIED OUT RECCE IN MAFRAQ AREA ON 

1g FEBRUARY. IN BDE AREA, APPROX BR 3583, POSITIVE 
INDENTIFICATION WAS MADE OF A NUMBER OF OT62 (TOPAS). 
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PAKISTANT PERSONNEL IN JORDAR. 


ACCORDING TO TODAYS PAKISTAN TIMES, AN OFFICIAL SPOKESMAN 
HAS DISCCUNTED RECENT AMERICAN FRESS REPORTS THAT FAKISTAN 
HAD QUIETLY MOVED INTO JORDAN AN INFANTRY REGIMENT COMPRISING 
TWO TO THREE THOUSAND MEN. SPOKESMAN IS QUCTED AS SAYING 
THAT PAKISTAN HAS BEEN FROVIDING JORDAN AND OTHER FRIENDLY 
COUNTRIES WITH MILITARY TRAINING ASSISTANCE FOR A NUMBER OF 
YEARS AND THAT PRESS REPORTS ABCUT THE STRENGTH OF PAKISTAN 
PERSONNEL IN JORDAN ARE ’* HIGHLY EXAGCERATED’’. 


FCO PASS WASHINGTON 
SIR C, PICKARD (REPEATED AS REQUESTED ] 
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I understand that the Secretary of State has aske 
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J 
note on the presence of Pakistani troop 
1 memorandum below. 


Ye Lage 


(di. Pe. Tripp) _ 
16 February, 1970. 
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Pakistani Troops in Jordan 


A Pakisteni anti-aircraft reginient, equipped with 40 m.m. 
guns, arrived in Jordan in exrly December. They came by sea 
to Basra and thence overland to the vicinity of H.4 and H.5 
airfields, in the east of Jordan, where they are now thought 
te be deployed. The Jordanians are badly in need of this type 
of unit. 
as These movements have been given exaggerated publicity in 
recent American press reports which suggested that Pakistan 
had quietly moved into Jordan an infantry regiment of 
2 to 3,000 men, In fact, the number of men in the anti-aircrsft 
regiment is ;robably about 500. 
De There has also been small Pakistani militery training 
mission in Jordan for some tine. In addition, two Pakistani 
sir-force officers are to be seconded to run a small air force 
mission to Jorden (apparently to help instruct on F.104 Star- 
Fighters, which the Americans are providing). 
4, Press reports reveal that both the Indians and the Israelis 
are aware of this development. Both might be expected to 
present it in its least favourable light: this may perhaps 
account for the recent exaggerated press reports. 
5. However, it seems unlikely President Yahya Khan would have 
egreed to send anything that, in practical terms, amounts to more 


than a token force. 


Near Eastern Department, 


16 February, 1970. 
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Pakistani wroops Sor Jordan 3) 
a a 


Since I wrote my Jetter J.3/1 of 15 December, rumours that a 
Pakistan anti-aireratt battalion has gone to Jordan have become 
cockiail party conversation in Islamahad. In addition one of the 
U.G,. Military Attaches has told our Petence Adviser that the Pakistan 
Seeretary for Defence, lr. Ghiaus Uddin Ahmed, had confirmed to him 
that troops had gone, but had added that the move was merely an 
extension of the existing Pakistani training programmes in Jordan. 


ὃς You ought also to know that our Australian colleagues have shown 
ug, in strict confidence, a copy of a report to Canberra from the 
Australian Wmbassy in Washington about U.S. reactions to the despatch 

of the Pakistani battalion to Jordan. It apnears that the Americans are 
still puzzled by the initiative taken by Pakistan in sending armed 
troops, although there is an inclination to accept Pakistani assurances 
that the troops are there merely for training purposes and that when 

the task is completed they will be witudrawn and their guns left 

vechind for the use of the Jordanian Army. 


De I expect too you wili have seen the enclosed item from the 
Times of India of 15 January Wiich suggests that the Israelis are 

aware of the presence of Pakistuni troops. On the despatch of 
Pakistani Air Morce Officers our fir Adviser comments that Air Commodore 
Abvasi is to be posted as head of a Pakistani Air Force Mission to 
Jordan, accompanied by a Ving Commander wane is a fully qualified flying 
instructor for the F.10l; Starfirhter. 


lhe We cannot add anything much to this story without making an 
approach at Foreign Secretary level or even to the President himself. 
ie High Commissioner's ofver to do this (paragraph 6 of my letter under 
reference) still stands. But as things are we are likely to get the 
same response as that given by liv. Ghieaus Uddin Ahmed to the Americans. 
If you want such an approach made it would ve useful if you or Strachan 
in Auman could send us any additional hard information you may have 
which is not classified. 


Be There has been no official or press comment on the despatch of 
combat troops to Jordan and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs have from 
the start taken the same line as lire #hiaus Uddin Ahmed. It is odd that 
the leaky government machine has been able to keep this important 


development secrete Yow ANAS 


τ: 
(Giles B Ae 
Iedelie Sutherland, δα.» 


South Asian Departnent, PH 
Yoreign & Commonwealth Office, ᾿ 
᾿ London, Sellele Apa 1 
CeCe without enclosure to: dea’ 8), 
BeLe Strachan, Esde, Amman, P. McKearney, Esq., Baghdad, 


TeAe Hlliott, Esa., Washington, 

De}. liurray, Esaq.e, Tehran, 

JsDe Hennings, Esqe, Celie Ge, ἴον Delhi (with copy of my letter of 
15 Decenber 1969). 
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M . Near Eastern Dept. ( (. 
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PAKISTANI TROOPS FOR JORDAN 


Mr, King of the 0.S. Embassy introduced me (A3 
sterday to Mr. Kux of the U.S. Embassy in 
Rawalpindi who was passing through London on his 
return to Pakistan after a brief visit to Washington. 
In the course of a general conversation about the 
political situation in Pakistan I asked what were the 
views of the U.S. Government on the reports about the 
despatch of Pakistani troops to Jordan. 


ὥς Mr. Kux ssid that the State Department had been 
concerned about the effects on United States public 
opinion, There was little enthusiasm either amongst 
the public or in Congress for aid to either India or 
Pakistan and the Administration had feared that, at 
a time when the Pakistanis were seeking an increase 
in aid ftom Western donors, the news of Pakistani 
involvement in Jordan might have an adverse affect 
upon the aid programme, The U.°, ®mbassy in Rawalpindi 
hed raised the subject last month with the Pakistani 
Ministry of External Affairs. Mr. Kux added that it 
/not had been their intention/to make representations 
which the Americans would have thought to be futile 
and counter-productive, but merely to enquire whether 
the reports initially obtained only from secret 
sources but by that time a common gossip in Islamabad, 
were accurate, The Pakistanis have replied, predict- 
ably, that it had always been their policy to support 
the Arabs, that they had had a Defence Mission in 
Amman for some time and that the additional troops 
were for defensive purposes only. They also argued 
that if they had not provided assistance to 
King Hussein it would come from the Soviet Union or 
other less desirable sources, and they understood 
that these considerations were also in the mind of the 
ies Government in providing military assistance to 
ordan. 


Se Mr. Kux went on to say that the U.S. Government 
had also had, more recently, an approach from the 
Isracis, 8 was, however, in e relatively minor key. 
Mr. Kux agreed thet the Israelis were prebably not 
excessively concerned about the presence of Pakistani 

> troops as they could count on the Pakistani Government 

“ | to strengthen King Hussein and the more moderate 
elements in Jordan. 


δ" I am recording separately one or two other 
points which erose in the course of my conversation 
with Mr. Eux on the economic and political situation 
but in the context it is perhaps worth recording that 
he thought that the U.S. Embassy ih Islamabad, in 
recent months, detected an increase in pan-Isiamic 
feeling amorst the junior officers within the Pakistan 


CONFIDENTIAL Army/ 


"στη 


Army. It was difficult to point to any specific 
instance but, in the Embassy's view, the new 
generation of officers which was now emerging 
and which hed not been subjected to British 

| influence and training tended to take a more 
extreme pro-Arab line and, in domestic affairs, 
to support those parties within Pakistan which 
advocated a stricter observance of the Islamic 
State principles. 


(I. ὥς Me Sutherland) 
S. Asian Dept. 
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INFORMATION TO DA RAWALPINDI AND DA BAGHDAD. 
FROM DA. AMMAN 

MOD FOH 641055Z MAR NOT TO RAWALPINDI OR BAGHDAD 
WE WILL CERTAINLY BE ON THE ALERT FOR ANY INCREASES IN 40 
PAKISTANI TROOPS IN JORDAN. WE HAVE NO KNOWLEDGE OF ANY 

RECENT INCREASES, NEITHER HAVE THE AMERICANS. YOU WILL 

APPRECIATE THAT OUR MOVEMENTS ARE RESTRICTED BUT 1T WILL HELP 

ΓΕ RAWALPINDI CAN ENFORM US AS TO TYPES OF PAKISTAN VEHICLES, 

POSSIBLE MARKINGS, AND EQUIPMENT WHICH MIGHT BE SENT TO JORDAN f 


50 THAT WE CAN SPOT THEM IF THE CHANCE OCCURS. WE THINK THAT 
MOVEMENT THROUGH 1 RAQ, AS ON THE PREVIOUS OCCASION, MAY BE | 
FIRST INDICATION, ONLY PAF PILOTS OF WHICH THE AIR ATTACHE | 
1S AWARE, WHO ARE ACTUALLY FLYING WITH THE RJAF ARE THREE * 
AT H5 ON F 1G4S , HEADED BY AN EXPERIENCED SQUADRON LEADER AND 
UP TO FIVE WITH THE RJAF HUNTER FORCE AT MAFRAQ. 
AA HAS HEARD THAT A PAF WING COMMANDER WILL BE ARRIVING IN JORDAN 
IN THE NEAR FUTURE FOR FLYING DUTIES. 
DEFENCE COMMCEN PASS PRIORITY TO DI4 | 
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‘Traq claim 
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‘complete 
fabrication’ 
says Thant 


UNITED NATIONS, Saturday, UPI. 
'ARY General U Thant, anger- 

| ~ ed by Iraqi government claims that 
he had asked for withdrawal of Iraqi 
| troops from Jordan, today called in the 
Iraqi mission Charge d’Affaires to tell 

| him they were a “complete fabrication.” 


| Thant summoned Adnan 
Raouf at noon today ‘to 
protest formally and ask 
for explanation” of stories 
in the Iraqi press and on 
Radio, quoting 
Iraqi Minister of Interior, 
Gen. Saleh Mehdi Ammash, 
as saying that Thant had 
requested the Iraqi pull-out 
and that the request had | 
been turned down, 

A U.N. spokesman sald 
this was a “complete fab- 
rication™ and that Thant 
“had never seen the request 
and never received a re- 


spokesman immediately de- 
nied it and observers here 
pointed out that the Sec- 
retary General in any case 
would not have the autho- 
rity to make such @ re 


the U.N. spokesman said 
Thant was “considering 
sending a written protest” 
to the Iraqi government 
and if he 80 decides, it 
would be made public here. 
If Thant does that, ob- 
servers said, it would be 
unprecedented in his rela- 
tions with U.N. member | 
ten. — 


Raouf told ewsmen 
after his half-houj| meeting 
with Thant that e Sec- 
retary General ἃ not 
make the protest quite as 
formal as indicated by the 
U.N. spokesman. 

Raouf said he knew no- 
thing about the basis of 
the published reports and 
was urgently querving 
Baghdad for an explana- 
tion. 

“T am fust carrving the 
message (from Thant) and 
the sooner I send it the 
better.” 


Iraq accepts 
mediation 

BEIRUT, 

ee, τὰ 

Dox eck saeeedt to 

mediate its dispute with 

neighbouring ran, Arab 


diplomatic sources reported 
here 


overthrow the Baghdad 


BRITISH HiBASSY 
BAGHDAD 


28 February 1970 ἢ 


REGISTRY No. 10 


Alleged Note from U Thant by Lott 
to the Iraq Government é 
Under a splash headline reading "Firm Refusal by Iraq to 3 
Pull Out of Eastern Front. U Thant's request turned down" 


the ee Observer on 26 February started something of a 
seven day wonder in the Diplomatic Corps here. The article 


went on to declare 
"General Saleh ilehdi Ammash, RCC Member and : 
Minister of Interior has disclosed that UN Secretary ι.[2 


General U Thant had sent a note to the government of 
Iraq asking for the withdrawal of the Iraqi Army from 
the Eastern Front. 


"The Revolutionary Government sent a firm reply 
to U Thant serving notice on him that the Iraqi forces 
were in the Eastern Front in keeping with the Arab 
collective defence agreement, General Ammash said. 
The UN had better demand of Israel to withdraw from the 
eccupied territories and carry out the Security Council's 
resolution before asking Iraq to withdraw its forces." 


It then explained that Ammash's disclosure had been published 

in the "current issues" of Al-liusawar and Akher Sa'a in Cairo. 

The story of U Thant's note sounded improbable, but since the 
Ba'ath Party Congress has been making Ministers even more 
inaccessible than usual, members of the Corps were reduced 

(as happens not infrequently) to asking each other for information. 
No-one had any. At least one of colleagues, the Italian, 
despatched urgent telegrams to his non-existent) Government. 
Everyone was at a 1055. 


20 On the following night the Under-Secretary at the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs put in an appearance at a party given by the 
visiting Canadian Ambassador from Tehran and a pincer movement 
was rapidly mounted on him, 


3. Ni'tma declared that the whole thing had been a mistake. 
No such note had been received. It was a malicious hare 
started by Tekoa in New York. 


44. 


J.P. Tripp, Esqey 
Near Eastern Department, 
Foreign & Commonwealth Office, 
London, S.W.le 
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4. This was all we could get out of him It does not 
exvlain why a controlled newspaper should have been allowed 
to go to town with the story - though various possible 
explanations present themselves. As for the origins of 
the story, Cairo can no doubt throw some light. No-one 
here seems to have seen the relevant issues of Al-iiusawar 


and Akher 58 8. 
( frw Aarw 
(H.G. eee 


Copies tos: Chanceries at Amman, Beirut, Cairo, Tel Aviv 
and U.K. Mission to the United Nations, New York. 
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. I am sending copies of this letter to the Chanceries at 
iwhdad, Amman, Beirut, Tel aviv and U.K, Mission in New York. 


(P, R, Ε, Wright) 
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Lllesed Note from U Thant to the 2313 


Irac Government 


In his letter 2/3 to you of 28 February uli, Ambassador in 
Baghdad reported that the “Baghdad Observer" on 26 February had 
carried an account originating in the Cairo press concerning a 
et che @isclosure by General Ammash about exchanges between 

Thant and the Iragi Government. 


ὥς "Al l.ussawar" carried this report on 20 February in the 
terms quoted in the above letter, “Akher Sa'a"“ on 18 February 
also — comments by General Ammash, but not the ones of 
interest. 


Ds General .mmash's comments were in reply to 8 cuestion put 

to him in Cairo by "Al Ilussawar's" Arab Affairs Editor, Mustafa 
Nabil, as tc whether the Eastern Front was doing what was expected 
of it at the present moment. General Ammash replied inter alia 
that preparations to strengthen the Hastern Front were steadily 
progressing and that it was hoped that the Front would shortly 
be able to play its full part. After saying that it must be 
borne in mind that the Eastern Front was extremely long, he went 
ga to draw attention to the Secretary General's request about 

raqi troop withdrawals, Mustafa Nabil has told us that the 
Military and Press Attaches at the Iraqi Jmbassy were also present 
during the interview, Afterwards the Press attach rang Nabil and 
told him that General ‘Ammash had made a mistake. What had 
happened was that the Israelis had sent to the -ecretary-General 
ει complaint about the presence of Iraqi troops on the front 
line, which the Secretary-—General had forwarded in a purely 
routine way, without comment to the Irayi authorities, It was, 
however, too late to alter his story for the magazine, Nabil 
is a reputable journalist and we have no reason to doubt the 
accuracy of his accowmt,. 


4. ΑἹ Ahram of 14 Larch carried a D,P,4, report from the United 
Nations of the preceding day, which you h.ve no doubt seen, that 
according to a U.l, spokesman the Iraqi delegation had denied 
that General Ammash had ever said that Iraq had refused the 
ee pe a i request to withdraw Iraqi forces from 

ordan, 
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Near Eastern Department, 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office, 
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425 ᾿ς NIGHTLEAD TROOPS: 

AMMAN, APRIL 9, REUTER —- SAUDI ARABIA IS JOINING ee es 

SYRIA AND’ IRAQ IN BUILDING UP THE STRENGTH OF THE ARAB ARMIES | dJ id 

ALONG THE EASTERN FRONT WITH ISRAEL, ΙΞ 
MORE TROOPS WILL ARRIVE IN JORDAN WITHIN THE NEXT FEW Ις 

DAYS TO’ JOIN THE SAUDI FORCE WHICH HAS SERVED HERE SINCE THE 

1067 WAR, ACCORDING TO A SAUDI ANNOUNCEMENT TODAY, = Milifp 
RELIABLE REPORTS FROM DAMASCUS SAY THE SYRIANS HAVE BEEN 2 

CALLING RESERVISTS BACK TO THE COLOURS TO STRENGTHEN THEIR FORCES” 

ALONG THE GOLAN HEIGHTS FRONT, Pas 
SYRIA HAS SHOWN INCREASING AGGRESSIVENESS THIS YEAR ALONG THIS 

HITHERTO QUIET FRONT AND REPORTED SHOOTING DOWN SEVEN ISRAELI 

PLANES LAST THURSDAY IN THE LATEST OF A SERIES OF SHARP AIR 

AND LAND BATTLES SOUTH OF DAMASCUS, τεῦξε 
FRESH FIGHTING 15 EXPECTED IN THE NEXT FEW WEEKS AS THE 

SYRIANS KEEP UP THEIR CAMPAIGN TO TAKE PRESSURE OFF THE SUEZ (1 

CANAL FRONT, THE DAMASCUS REPORTS SAID, ¥ 
THE SEM]-OFFICIAL BAGHDAD NEWSPAPER AL THAWRA SAID YESTERDAY 

THAT SINCE THE MARCH 11 SETTLEMENT OF THE KURDISH REBELLION 

IRAQI UNITS HAD BEEN TRANSFERRED FROM NORTH IRAQ TO THE EASTERN 

FRONT, THERE HAS BEEN NO OFFICIAL CONFIRMATION HERE OF THESE 

TROOPS MOVEMENTS, 

MORE LS/TB 


NNNN 
CCA766 EPA226 
1428 : NIGHTLEAD TROOPS 2 AMMAN: 

THE RIVAL BAATH PARTY LEADERSHIP IN DAMASCUS HAS REPEATEDLY 
ATTACKED IRAQ IN RECENT WEEKS FOR ITS ALLEGED FAILURE TO MEET 
ITS COMMITMENTS ON THE EASTERN FRONT, WHERE IT HAS AT PRESENT 


ABOUT so NEN LN JORDAN AND eo IN Sinise 
I GHT LIKELY THAT TROO OM POLICE 


DUTIES IN THE KURDISH NORTH WOULD BE SENT TO’ JORDAN RATHER 
THAN TO SYRIA, : 

THE IRAQIS IN JORDAN ARE BASED ON MAFRAK. JUST SOUTH OF 
THE SYRIAN BORDER. AND THEIR UNITS IN SYRIA ARE IN THE 
ADJOINING AREA ACROSS THE FRONTIER, 

THE’ JORDANIAN. IRAQI. AND SYRIAN FORCES ALONG THE EASTERN 
FRONT COME UNDER A UNIFIED COMMAND, 

THE SAUDIS, WHO HAVE A BRIGADE OF ABOUT 4,000 MEN BASED 
AT KERAK IN SOUTH’ JORDAN. DO NOT BELONG TO THE UNIFIED 
COMMAND BUT OPERATE DIRECTLY UNDER ORDERS FROM RIYADH, 

SAUD] TROOPS DO HOWEVER CO-OPERATE ON AN AD HOC BASIS WITH 
LOCAL! JORDANIAN UNITS. AS IN YESTERDAY'S SWEEP AGAINST ISRAELI 
FORCES OPERATING AROUND AS-SAFI SOUTH OF THE DEAD SEA, 

MORE LS/TB 


NNNN 
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CCA768 EPA227 
1432 : NIGHTLEAD TROOPS 3 AMMAN: 

MAJOR=GENERAL MOHAMMED BEN AMER, THE SAUDI COMMANDER 
IN’ JORDAN, WHO MADE TODAY'S ANNOUNCEMENT ABOUT THE 
STRENGTHENING OF HIS FORCE, SAID THIS BUILD-UP WOULD CONTINUE 
UNTIL THE LAND ISRAEL OCCUPIED IN THE 1967 WAR HAD BEEN LIBERATED, 

THE LINE-UP OF ARAB GROUND FORCES ALONG THE EASTERN 
FRONT AT PRESENT IS APPROXIMATELY: SYRIA 60,000 TROOPS, JORDAN 
50,000, IRAQ 18,000, SAUDI ARABIA 4.000, 

1RAQ HAS ANOTHER 50,000 TROOPS ὧν HER OWN TERRITORY AND 
SAUDI ARABIA ABOUT 24.000, 

THE ONLY SIGNIFICANT ARAB AIR STRENGTH ON THE EASTERN FRONT 
IS SYRIA'S AIR FORCE OF ABOUT 150 SOVIET-BUILT’ JETS 
WHICH HAS BEEN SHOWING AN INCREASINGLY GOOD PERFORMANCE 
AGAINST THE POWERFUL ISRAELI IAIR FORCE, 

THERE ARE ALSO ABOUT 15,000 TO 20,000 PALESTINE COMMANDOS 
OPERATING AGAINST ISRAEL FROM JORDAN, SYRIA; AND LEBANON, 
BUT WESTERN MILITARY OBSERVERS DOUBT’ WHETHER MORE THAN ABOUT 
1,000 OF THESE ARE NORMALLY ENGAGED IN OPERATIONS AT ANY ONE 
THEME, 
REUTER IM/TB 
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ADDRESSED TO MOD (DI4) TELEGRAM NO FOH 1716482 APR 76. 
REPEATED FOR INFORMATION TO DA BAGHDAD 


FROM DA AMMAN, 

A WELL PLACED RELIABLE SOURCE HAS REPORTED THE APPEARANCE OF A 

NEW | RAQI UNIT OF BATTALION STRENGTH PLUS IN THE AREA BR 2836, 

THE SOURCE 1S ENDEAVOURING TO OBTAIN UNIT IDENTIFICATION, 

COMMENT: THIS COULD BE A RE=DEPLOYMENT OF A UNIT ALREADY STATIONED 
ΙΝ JORDAN AND NOT A REINFORCEMENT, 
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CONFIDENTIAL. 


ADDRESSED TO MOD DI4 TELEGRAM NO FOH 2197052 APR 70 


FOR INFORMATION TO AA BAGHDAD, AA RAWALPINDI AND JIS(NE). ὡς 
FROM AA AMMAN, Lae 
της 


DURING CONVERSATION WITH THE CDR RJAF, THE FOLLOWING POINTS OF 
INTEREST WERE NOTED:- 

(A) THE NEW AIRFIELD AT AZRAQ 1S NOT YET FINISHED AND THE CDR 
SAID THAT IT 1S QUITE LIKELY THAT IT WILL BE USED JOINTLY BY 
THE IRAQI AIR FORCE AND THE RJAF. 

(B) WHEN ASKED IF IT WAS EVER LIKELY THAT PAKISTAN AIRCRAFT 
MIGHT COME TO JORDAN, HE LAUGHED AND SAID QUOTE MOST UNLIKLEY 
UNQUOTE, 

(C) HE CONFIRMED THAT THERE 1S A PAKISTANI WG CDR AT MAFRAQ 
HELPING THE NEW BASE CDR ON OPERATIONAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE 
ASPECTS, THE WG CDR 1S EVIDENTLY A RRECEENT MIG 19 SQN CDR AND 
AN ΑἹ QFI, ETC. 


DEFCOMCEN PASS ROUTINE TO DI4 AND JIS(NE) 


FCO PASS ROUTINE TO DEFCOMCEN AND RAWALPINDI 


SIR P ADAMS 
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BRITISH HIGH COMMIS 
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J 3/1 : Neh rary 1 April, 1970 


πεῖς ἢ τ . ν ral ¥ cs 


akistani troops in Jordan a 
ould you please refer to Sutherland's letter of “23 February to 
the Head of Chancery about Pakistani troops in Jordan. 


ae There is little new to report. «as I have already reported, during 
Kin,; Hussein's visit President Yahya was careful to make very little 
reicrence to the Pakistani continj;ent although King Hussein referred 
to 'pakistanis standing shoulder to shoulder with Jordanians on 
Jordanian soil". 


ΕἾ The question of Pakistani troops in Jordan came up again during 
President Yahya's press conference which he gave yesterday following 
the publication of the Legal Framework Order on 50 March. According 
to today's linglish-language papers the President “emphatically denied 
that vakistan had given any military assistance to Jordan to fight 
Israel". He described reports in the foreign press to this effect as 
“mischievous” and went on to explain that Pakistan had given some 
"truining and advisery" assistance not only to Jordan but also to some 
othcr trieyjdly countries, particularly in the Middle vast. One 
questionnas#e was persistent und referred to King Hussein's remarks 
mentioned in the paragraph above. The Vresident merely said that it 
was polite of hin to say that - the training assistance that Pakistan 
Was giving Jordan had been going om for a long time. I think this is 
oll further evidence of some back-pedalling now that the full conse=- 
quences of the despatch of combat troops to Jordan have been brought 
hom: to the Pakistanis. 


4. WVinally, in the final paragraph of his letter Ian Sutherland 

ask ἃ for our comments on lire Kux's remarks that there had been an 
incvease recently in pan-Islamic feeling amongst junior army officers, 
We would agree that there is certainly a very large measure of 

syn athy for the plight of liuslims in the Middle hast countries affected 
by the war with Israel. This is not surprising in view of the fact that 
the press is allowed a free rein in reporting the woes of the Arabs 

and the sins of the Israelis. However, the Defence Adviser, who was at 
Quetta Steff College in 1951, questions whether the change is as marked 
as re Kux indicated. He recalls that during his time at the Staff 
Coliege he was astonished at the extreme pro-Arab feelings of the 

stu ent officers there, many of whom are now serving as generals in the 
Pakistan Army and more fully aware of the military shortcomings of the 
Arab armies. 
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The Eastern Fron y ‘i 


a fhavra, the Ba‘ath Party newspaper, carried a 
lengt e orial on 17 April entitled "The Kastern 
Front - new evidence of the conspiracy for a peaceful 


solution and the establishment of a military command 
on the front." 


ὃς The editorial ran briefly over the history of 

the establishment of a military command on the Eastem 
Front and mentioned that in Khartoum it was decided that 
it should come under the command of an Iraqi Officer with 
a majority of Iraqi staff. There was than a passage 
quoting the eminent qualification of the Iraqis to play 

a leading role in the Eastern Command both on military 
and political grounds. 


3. The crux of the article was however that despite 
these excellent decisions no such command had in effect 
come into being. The Iraqi Officer Commanding and his 
staff were in fact only concered with the Iraqi units 
deployed there and other formations were not in practice 
obliged either to take orders from him or even to co- 
operate with him. The article complained that the 
Commander was subject to all sorts of frustrations and 
obstacles from other units in the area and that he Was 
frequently prevented from carrying out his dutics as if 
he were a person without any official standing and 
merely posted in one country from another. (This from 
our own knowledge reflects fairly accurately the personal 
feelings of frustration of the Commander 


4. The article went on to attack unspecified elements 
which it said were compelling Iraqis "who had gone there 
to defend that country" to take up positions only in 
places defined by those elements. In certain cases 
these places had been on high ground and open spaces 
which were vulnerable to heavy Israeli bombing and an 
easy target. Further, the local population was accused 
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P. R. M. Hinchcliffe, Ksq., 
Near Eastern Department, 
F.C Oe , London S.W.l. 
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of denying the Iraqi soldiers shelter when under 
bombardment and of charging them for, and on occasion 
even denying them, water and electricity. 


5e No indication was given of which country was 
particularly being attacked in the article, although 

of course the majority of the Iraqi forces under the 
Eastern Command are stationed in Jordan, Given the 
almost open hostility between the Iraqis and the 
Syrians it may just conceivably be Syria which Al 
Thawra had in mind. However, if this were so one 

would expect some laudatory reference to be made to the 
Jordanians for not placing such obstacles in the 

way of the Iraqi command, 


6. The article then went on to refute the charge 
that the Iraqi government was not fulfilling its 
obligations on the HKastern Front and the writer said 
that the annual expenses incurred by the Iraqi units 
on the wastern Front involved a payment from the Iraqi 
pudget exceeding I.D. 60 million a year. 


7. The article is a strange one and has already been 
interpreted by the Daily Telegraph, we understand, as a it lable 
general attack by Iraq on its neighbours. There have Tie 
been several stories since the beginning of the year OT 
of dissatisfaction between the members of the 85 'S 
command and of pressure by the Iraqis on the others auice : 
to increase their support and conversely of νρδαὶ Bs ΘΕ 
movements of forces to supplement their expeditionary 

force in Jordan and Syria. There is no indication as 

yet that the article in Al Thawra represents any 

intention by the +ragis to change their general policy 

towards the Eastern Command, but the end of the article 

does include a rather cryptic remark that in making 

these points the Ba'ath Party was not talking to the 

masses in +raq who well understood the attitude of the 

party in supporting the Eastern Front, but was submitting 

them to the masses in the other Arab countries. This 

bears all the marks of an appeal over the respective 

governments’ heads to the peoples in Jordan and Syria. 

We shall have to see if this is developed. 
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AIDRESSED TO MOD DI4 TELEGRAM NO FOH 121596Z MAY 7@ AND TO 
LAGKHDAD 

FROCK DA AMMAN. 

ΓΕ ΒΕῚΘ DA’S STAFF CARRIED CLT AROTHE® COVERT RECCE TODAY ON 
ROADS ANMAN-ZESQAMAF RAQG=—JESASH—AMMAN, 

ΓΟ ΟΝ UNKNOWN TACTICAL SIGNS ON IRAQI VEHICLES SEEK: 


ALPHA- WHITE TSIANGLE IN WHITE CIRCLE NEWLY PAINTED IN 
ZERQA/KHAY ASEA GN GAZ 69, THIS IS SECCKD SIGHTING THIS SIGN. 


bRAVC= LIGHT ee CIRCLE RCTHING INSET — MAFRAQ AREA ΟΝ LS DCDGE 
VEHICLE POSSI ALR FCRCE QUERY. 


CHASLIE - GREEN CIRCLE WITH NOTHING INSET KHAW/HAFRAQ AREA 
THIS 15 ALSO A SECOND SIGHTING AND HAS SEEM SEEN FY AMERICANS. 


ALL ThESE SIGNS ARE NEW HERE AND ANY IRFCRMATION AS TO WKAT 
FOO ATIONS THEY DENOTE WILL RE VELCCKE. 
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ADDRESSED TO M O ἢ ( AIR) LONDON PLEASE PASS TEL NO AA 141 
OF 22 MAY AND TO D A AMMAN ( LONDON PLEASE PASS) RFI To 


AAA KARACHI. = 
.“-"»-- 


MOD ( AIR) FOR DI2. AMMAN FOR D A. ab 


GERMAN MA HAS HEARD A RUMOUR FROM WHAT HE CALLS A FAIRLY 
RELIABLE SOURCE THAT 20 - 24 ( TWENTY TO TWENTY FOUR ) 
F 86 AIRCRAFT HAVE OR ARE BEING TRANSFERRED FROM PAKISTAN TO 
.| JORDAN, AMERICANS ARE INVESTIGATING THEMSELVES. th VIEW 
| OF RECENT GENERAL CONVERSATIONS | HAVE HAD WITH C IN C PAF 
AND C 0 S ARMY 1 CONSIDER THIS NOST UNLIKELY BUT WOULD 
BE GRATEFUL FOR ANY INFORMATION OR COMMENTS. 
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ADDRESSED TO DA CAIRO TELEGRAM NO FOH 2610 3@2. DATED 26/8/72 
REPTD FOR INFORMATION TO MOD ARMY, |REGISTRY No 10 


FROM DA AMMAN, 


MY TEL NO FOH 2607507Z.. 2~>/£ 
HIS PAKISTAN COLLEAGUE INFORMED MY AMBASSADOR A FEW DAYS AGO 

THAT HE HAD HEARD FROM THREE SEPERATE AND NORMALLY RELIABLE 

SOURCES THAT TWO THOUSAND EGYPTIAN SOLDIERS HAD ARRIVED ΓΝ JORDAN 

TO ASSIST THE KING IN DEALING WITH THE IRAQI TROOPS HERE. 

THE PAKISTAN AMBASSADOR CONFESSED HIMSELF PUZZLED SINCE NONE 

OF THE PAKISTAN MILITARY OR CIVIL AVIATION OFFICIALS WHO ARE 

PRESENT AT ALL LIKELY ARRIVAL POINTS (EXCEPT AQABA) COULD 

CONFIRM THE STORY. WE HAVE HEARD NOTHING SINCE TO SUBSTANTIATE 


THIS IMPROBABLE STORY, 
DEFCOMCEN PASS ROUTINE TO MOD ARMY 
FCO PASS ROUTINE DEFCOMCEN 


MR PHILLIPS 


CYPHER CAT/A CONFIDENTIAL 
PRIORITY AMMAN . TO MODUK 
TELEGRAM NO FOH 9111922 SEPTEMBER 1979 


CONFIDENTIAL. if iRY N 
ADDRESSED TO MODUK ARMY TELEGRAM NO FOH 9111902 SEP 7a REPEATED 
FOR INFORMATION TO DA BAGHDAD DA BEIRUT AND FCO. 
FROM DA AMMAN. Ney 10/7 
|RAQ) TROOP MOVEMENTS, ----. -- 
DURING THE LAST WEEK WE HAVE HEARD RUMOURS FROM TWO 
CORRESPONDENTS, ONE ATTACHE AND PALACE CIRCLES OF THE MOVEMENT OF 
IRAQL TROOPS STATIONED IN SYRIA SOUTHWARDS INTO JORDAN, 
THE FIGURE OF EIGHTEEN THOUSAND AS THE CURRENT TOTAL OF | RAQI 
TROOPS NOW IN JORDAN HAS BEEN MENTIONED, WE CANNOT CONFIRM THESE 
RUMOURS, BUT CONSIDER THAT SUCH A MOVE 1S QUITE LIKELY NOW THAT 
HQ EASTERN FRONT 1S BEING DISBANDED, IT SEEMS LIKELY IN THE 
PRESENT SITUATION FOR ANY 1RAQ} TROOPS JUST NORTH OF THE JORDANIAN 
BORDER TO BE PULLED BACK TO COME UNDER JORDANIAN COMMAND. 


CORRESPONDENTS INFER THAT SUCH: A MOVE WILL ENABLE |RAQI PRESSURE 
ON THE JORDANIAN REGIME TO BE INCREASED IF CONSIDERED NECESSARY 
BUT WE CONSIDER THAT THIS THINKING 1S MISTAKEN AT THIS TIME. 
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Iraq and the Eastern Front 


In a speech on 27 August Taha al Jazrawi, member of the R.C.C. 
and Minister of Industry said that "after the withdrawal of the 
U.A.R., Syria and Jordan officially from the Front" the Eastern 
Front had come to mean only the Iraqi Army and the Commando 
Organizations. He added that Iraq had sent a message to the 
former Commander in Chief of the Eastern Front pointing out 
the serious political and military harm that would result from 
this move. Sd. Jazrawi went on to repeat Iraq's support for the 
Commandos. 


ὃς ‘this is the first Iragi reaction to the decision two weeks 
ago that forces previously under the Eastern Front Command in 


ΠῚ " ἢ : 

Crete. «Jordan and Syria should not be placed under the command of King 

ae ww Hussein and President Atassi respectively. Previous Iraqi comment 
ie on the Front, such as it was, had ignored this decision altogether. 


36 The reference to the commandos is perhaps significant. Iraq 
had notpreviously to my knowledge, even implied that the commandos 
were a constituent part of the Eastern Front. The Iraqis’ claim 
that they are may now be used as an umbrella for their promised 
support to the commandos. Whether this implies that they intend 
to support the commandos in their operations against Israel rather 
than in any clash with the Jordanian authorities remains to be 


seen. 
᾿ ᾿ 


wv 


(M Καὶ Jenner) 


Ἐς Re Me Hinchcliffe, Esq., 
Near Eastern Department, 
F.C.0. 
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